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DISCOURSE BY ELDER FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS. 


Tux following discourse on “Growth of Faith and Works,” was delivered 
by Elder Franklin D. Richards at the Sixty-fourth Annual Conference of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, held in the Tabernacle, 
Salt Lake City, Saturday, April 7, 1894 :— 

Beloved hearers, I rejoice greatly in the opportunity that is given us in 
this Conference. The testimony that has been given by the brethren who 
have spoken has been so varied and diversified that it would seem as if 
every inquiring mind must have found something that he could take 
home to himself and feel that he had been fed, edified and enlightened in 
the knowledge of the truth. The growth of the work of God in these 
latter days brings to us from day to day such new developments of ex- 
perience as to call forth also corresponding instructions suited to our 
every condition; so that as varied as our circumstances are, or may be, we 
get line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little and there a little, 
for all the conditions through which we are brought to pass; and it brings 
to those who are truly living their religion increased testimonies of the 
truth. Those who were in the world living honestly before God according 
to the light they had, prior to the revelations of the present dispensation 
by the Prophet Joseph, were in a position of justification. Nevertheless, 
there was a constant yearning for something more, which we did not yet 
possess; and in looking around and trying to find that something else 
which would satisfy the human soul, we could not find it among our 
fellows. They who claimed to be our teachers had it not to give to us. 
We were told we must not pry into mysteries, and that what had been 
revealed and laid down was all they had the right, or the power, to 
offer us. 
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When this Gospel came to us and we were permitted to look into it; 
when our near kinsmen came and told us that God had raised up a 
Prophet, that He had given new revelations, that He had revealed a 
record called the Book of Mormon, behold, what did we find? We found 
that in searching these principles thus revealed, there was that which 
satisfied this hungering and thirsting that we had after something more. 
We found that in giving obedience unto these principles there was given 
us in turn from the heavens a testimony that made us to know, and that 
verified the word of the Lord wherein He had promised that if any man 
would render obedience to those doctrines he should know, and that 
knowledge should be increased. We commenced thus searching, and in 
that search we have been successful to find that which satisfies the soul, 
even the most intelligent among mankind, when they apply humbly at 
the feet of Jesus for the knowledge of the truth and the testimonies of 
His Spirit. Finding a fulfilment of His promises at the very threshold of 
our search into the order of the kingdom of God, we were thus satisfied, 
thus fed, thus strengthened and led to feel that for these testimonies we 
could offer ourselves, all that we were and had, and lay our lives upon 
the altar, for the knowledge which God had thus given unto us. This 
was the solid and satisfying start that we made in our search for the 
truth. And oh! what blessing it gave to the repentant sinner to know 
that by going down into the water and coming forth out of the water, 
under the hands of one authorized of God, his sins were forgiven and re- 
mitted; and further, to receive by the laying on of hands that gift of the 
Holy Ghost which should abide with him. It abode with us, and led us 
from knowledge to knowledge, from faith to faith, increasing our light, 
and it has been growing brighter and brighter, as the faithful can all 
testify to this day. 

With the knowledge of every new principle our joy has been increased, 
our cup has been filling up; and if we have been active laborers in the 
ministry, our influence and power have been increasing and extending, 
not merely with our fellow-men on the earth, but with the heavens, so 
that the blessings and favor, intelligence and revelation to which the 
Saints are entitled, have been increasing and growing brighter and 
brighter until the present time. The great and grand object with us is 
that they shall by our faithful lives grow brighter still until the perfect 
day, when what we now see in part we shall then see in full, and when 
we, having placed our evil propensities under our feet and triumphed 
over them by the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ and by our testimony, 
shall obtain the crown in the kingdom of our God. The pathway to this 
is through obedience to every principle that has been revealed, and that 
shall be revealed, making it a part of our lives and practice. 

The Lord graciously told the brethren in the early days that “the 
Priesthood hath continued through the lineage of your fathers, for ye are 
lawful heirs, according to the flesh, and your lives have been hid from the 
world with Christ in God.” What a glorious development! What! the 
Priesthood come down from the days of the ancients, through the dark 
and bloody channels of war and rumors of war, crusades and persecutions? 
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Yes, certainly. It is evident the eye of God has been over us, and the 
eyes of His angels have watched over the continuation of the fathers down 
through the generations that have come unto us. This is shown by the 
very fact that the Lord has cared for a lineage which has given you and 
me the right to the Holy Priesthood, and has awakened our souls to trace 
back that lineage as far as it can be discovered by records, or dreams, or 
visions, or revelation, or by the Urim and Thummim, until we go back 
with our labors on that lineage, and thus return the only grateful acknow- 
ledgment we can make to them for being our fathers and mothers and 
giving us such honorable birth, and at such a period of time, when the 
Priesthood is revealed again, and that we can receive blessings of untold 
worth, that we never ourselves shall know the full value of, until we over- 
come this mortality, put on immortality and enter into the exaltation 
which is promised unto the faithful. 

Speaking concerning the testimony of Elder Lyman about those who 
have sought to rise up and appear to the world as having a right to the 
Presidency. They claim to have obeyed all of the revelations which were 
given to the Prophet Joseph. The Prophet received the word of the Lord 
that it was our duty in Nauvoo to build a temple, which, said He, “my 
people are always commanded to build unto my holy name.” Yet con- 
cerning those who make the claim to being the only true Latter-day Saints 
on earth, we have not heard even of their undertaking to build a temple; 
while we have built half a dozen of them. I need not stop to talk about 
that. We are on the road to exaltation, in intelligence, in fellowship with 
the angels and with the just made perfect, and are already made partakers 
in some measure of the powers of the world to come. 

How glorious it was after that Elijah had come and revealed this ancient 
order of things concerning the fathers and the children in the Temple at 
Kirtland, in pursuance of what the Prophet Malachi had said he would do, 
before the great and terrible day of the Lord! How our fathers that have 
gone before have turned unto us? And so have we turned as children 
unto our fathers, to love them and to seek after them, and to know that 
we cannot be made perfect without them, nor they without us. It is a 
glorious work. People come into the Church and gather with the Saints 
almost from the antipodes. They have received the Holy Ghost, and 
what does it do? It makes them just as one of the Apostles anciently 
said: “God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into their hearts, crying, 
Abba, Father.” They naturally incline after the lineage of their fathers ; 
and if they have not obtained it, they persevere until they find one who 
shall teach, instruct and lead them along unto eternal life. If they can- 
not find their lineage, they feel afflicted and distressed and cut off in their 
parts. This is that feeling which comes upon the people when they re- 
ceive the Holy Spirit that makes them to cry, Abba, Father. They want 
to know the spirit of the fathers and the doctrines of the Gospel revealed 
unto them. We have great reason to rejoice in God, who has revealed 
these things. Soon after the Prophet Elijah appeared in the Kirtland 
Temple, the Prophet Joseph was led to teach us the doctrine of baptism 
for the dead. 
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Oh, what a world of labor that has given us! What a joy it has imparted 
tous! Many felt that they would die cheerfully if they could give to their 
fathers and mothers who were dead the blessings that they enjoyed in the 
Church of Christ. Yet there are many who have not yet put off the ways 
of the Gentiles, and have not come to this sensibility. We have only just 
begun with this labor, and perhaps some of us have not begun just right. 
I recollect when the Prophet Joseph first revealed the baptism for the dead, 
some went down in the river and were baptized, men for women and 
women for men. But the Lord soon gave to the Prophet Joseph to or- 
ganize and systematize the whole thing, and so He will about this order 
of the fathers being turned and united, bound and sealed to the children, 
and the children to the fathers; and we will yet have the privilege of 
seeing our generations connected back. If we continue on and inherit 
eternal life, we shall see them connected clear back, no doubt, to ancient 
Noah and to our more ancient Father Adam. In the early days of tribu- 
lation in the Church the Lord encouraged the brethren by telling them 
that they were laying the foundation of a great and mighty work. I recol- 
lect how it used to cheer us up in the midst of our persecutions. 

If we are living correctly before the Lord, our testimonies increase, our 
light grows clearer and clearer, and we are strenghtened in the way of 
righteousness and truth. I testify that during the past year I have 
realized more abundantly the freedom of the Holy Spirit, more blessing 
and manifestation of the power of God among the people, than before. 
The blessings in the increased flow of the Spirit that have come upon 
them since the dedication of the Temple in this city has been like an en- 
dowment of the whole people. Brethren and sisters, cling to it. Be 
diligent in keeping the commandments of God, abiding in the covenants, 
seeking to do good, and in your temporal things to provide for your wants 
and not depend upon falling Babylon. If prophecy is fulfilled in us to- 
day, what about that prophecy that says that a great cry shall come up 
from Babylon, “and the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over 
her; for no man buyeth their merchandise any more?” Brother Brigham 
tried incessantly to pursuade us to establish home industries here; pro- 
vide our own boots and shoes, and our own clothing; and he talked to 
the sisters about making their own hats, instead of sending our money 
abroad as we have done for everything that we wanted. We have been 
like a carcass with eagles gathered around. They have found that we are 
a good people to trade with. We have had the credit of keeping our 
promises, and we have earned a character in the East as being a people 
that have the fewest number of bad debts of any territory or state in the 
West. They love to come and deal with us, persuading us to buy this, 
that and the other. If we would be constrained to make our own boots, 
shoes and clothes, and patronize home productions, we could soon get the 
balance of trade on to the other columns of our ledgers. Why cannot the 
Latter-day Saints take this as a piece of counsel from the authorities of 
the Church? Let us also raise our own provisions. There is no part of the 
broad land of Zion that yields better wheat, better grain of nearly all 
kinds, better potatoes, or better fruit. We were renowned from ocean to 
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ocean for our choice fruit until the worms and insects got into it and 
made it undesirable; but if we will turn to the Lord with all our hearts 
and put away our wrong dealing wherein we strew our ways to strangers 
He will turn away the destroyer for our sakes, and will make everything 
again to bloom and prosper for us. Then the merchants from abroad will 
be able to say that nobody buys their goods, because we will have the 
goods of our own manufacture. 

What did the angel of the Lord who brought the Gospel through the 
midst of heaven to every nation, kindred, tongue and people say? He 
said, “Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment is 
come.” Do we not see that His judgments are spreading destruction all 
around us? But we have not yet had to taste much of them. He has 
been uncommonly merciful unto us, making our fields to abound with 
plenty, and giving us to rest in peace here. His judgments are in the 
earth, and in all our calculations we ought to remember this. 

Let us keep in mind the parable of the rich man, whose ground brought 
forth plentifully, and who thought to build larger barns to hold his 
produce. He said within himself, “Soul, thou hast much goods laid up 
for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.” What was 
the result? The Lord said to him, “Thou fool, this night thy soul shall 
be required of thee: then whose shall those things be which thou hast 
provided?” We should be frugal and enterprising; provide for our 
necessities and for those who may come to us, and become an independent 
people. We can do it if we will. All these necessaries come out of the 
earth. It is the farmer that should be the independent man; get up and 
cultivate his land in the season thereof, and at his convenience he can 
read his newspapers and his books. There is no branch of human labor 
that gives a man such a variety of exercise for all his faculties as does that 
of good agriculture. The farmer is the man that should be encouraged. 
The miners could not dig the mountains down nor open the bowels of the 
earth if they had not bread to eat. The gold and silver would have to 
lie there till eternity came and went if they did not have the victuals to 
eat and clothes to wear. President Young was sensible and wise in this. 
He told us if we would raise the bread and dinner, others would come 
and do the uncertain work of digging down the hills. 

My brethren and sisters, this our great work, as I have said, opens new 
methods of conduct, new features of corresponding doctrine and precept 
to guide us. If we but keep our lamps trimmed and the Holy Ghost 
burning in us to give us understanding in all our ways, the pathway of 
our feet will grow brighter and brighter unto the perfect day. May the 
Lord grant this to be the common lot of His people, and the particular 
lot of every man and woman that will take the revelations of divine truth 
for the light of their counsel, keep the commandments and covenants they 
have made diligently and faithfully to the end; God will help us accord- 
ing to His own good pleasure, to accomplish the work He has assigned 
unto us. Amen. 


Tuxnx is one policeman to every 775 persons in England and Wales. 
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Very few persons are aware that human sacrifices are still offered up in a 
part of the Russian empire. The fact is, nevertheless, certain. Among 
the Tchuktchis such sacrifices still take place, and seem likely to be prac- 
tised for a long time to come. At the same time, no blame can be attached 
to the Russian government or to the orthodox church, because all efforts 
to stop the practice have proved ineffectual. The sacrifices alluded to are 
those of old people and the sick, who, finding no longer any pleasure in 
life, resolve to have done with earthly existence, and to increase the num- 
ber of happy spirits. The Tchuktchi, who has made up his mind to die, 
immediately notifies his neighbors and near relatives. His friends visit 
him and try to make him change his mind. Prayers, reproaches, com- 
plaints have no effect on the fanatic. Seeing him thus resolved, his friends 
go away to make the customary preparations. At the end of from ten to 
fifteen days they return to the hut of the Tchuktchi, with white mortuary 
garments and some weapons with which, in the other world, he will fight 
evil spirits or hunt the reindeer. After making his toilet, the Tchuktchi 
withdraws into a corner of his hut. His nearest relative stands by his 
side, holding in his hand the instrument of sacrifice—a knife, a pike, or a 
rope. If the Tchuktchi has chosen the knife, two of his friends hold him 
under the arms and by the wrists and, at a given signal, the sacrificer 
thrusts the knife into his breast. If the pike has been chosen, two of his 
friends hold this weapon, and two others throw the victim on its point. 
For strangulation, two of the sacrificers draw the rope tight until death 
ensues, then the breast is opened to let the blood flow out. The assistants 
go to the corpse and bathe their hands and faces in the blood. The body 
is then placed on a sledge drawn by a reindeer and taken to the place of 
the funeral. Arrived at their destination, the Tchuktchis cut the throat 
of the reindeer, take from the dead body its clothing, which they tear to 
pieces, and then place the corpse on a funeral pile. During the process 
of cremation, the assistants offer up prayers to the happy souls in the 
other world, asking them to watch over those who are yet in the land of 
the living. These practices, horrible as they are, are followed in exactly 
the same manner to-day as in ancient times.—Gazette de Yakutsk, Siberia. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


On May 28, Treasurer Starr, of the Cherokee Nation, U. 8. A., commenced the per 
capita distribution of $6,840,000, to 24,300 Indians. This sum is the proceeds of the sale 
of the Cherokee strip to the United States government some time since. The amount 
paid to each individual will be $280 the heads of the families drawing for the members of 
each family. 

The general assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America, sitting as a court for the 
trial of Dr. Henry Preserved Smith, affirmed the decision of the Synod of Ohio which 
was unfavorable to the defendant. He can be reinstated if he will renounce the views 
which brought him into disfavor. These views are that while he admitted the basic in- 
spiration of the Bible he could not accept the infallibility of the human hands through 
which it had passed. He is suspended until he can see the error of his views. 
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The London oab strike is at an end it having been settled by arbitration, or rather both 
parties have agreed to accept the decision of Secretary Asquith and the present arrange- 
ments will continue in force until the first of April next year. 

The French Chamber has rejected by 267 to 232 votes a bill sent down from the senate 
for the abolition of public executions. A proposal for the total abolition of capital 
punishment bad been previously rejected by 350 to 145 votes. The French ministry has 
resigned. M. Dupuy has consented to undertake the task of forming a new cabinet. 


Early on Thursday morning, June 7, Vienna, Austria, was visited by a terrific hall - 
_storm, the like of which has never before been witnessed. There were numerous acci- 
dents, some of which proved fatal. Deaths were caused in three cases by falling trees, 
Many horses took fright and their bolting was the cause of a number of more or less 
serious casualties. The worst of these occurred in a field outside Vienna, where a 
detachment of artillery, with thirty-two guns, was overtaken by the storm. The horses 
attached to the guns became unmanageable and ran away in all directions. In a few 
minutes thirty soldiers lay helpless on the ground. Several were run over, one of them 
being killed. Three officers were also severely injured. In the town itself a large number 
of people who could not find shelter in time were much hurt by the falling hail. The 
stones were on an average the size of hazelnuts, and came down in streams. It was 
about a quarter to seven when the first signs of the storm became visible. Dense clouds 
of a copper red hue darkened the sky in the southwest. They rose with alarming 
rapidity until they covered the firmament and produced semi-darkness. A violent hurri- 
cane drove up the dust in columns to the height of the fourth floor of the houses. The 
hail, which was preceded by heavy drops of rain and accompanied by slight sheet- 
lightning, lay in the course of a few minutes six inches to eight inches thick on the pave- 
ment. The noise can beat be compared to that of a severe storm at sea. The appearance of 
the capital, which at this time of the year looks its best, was transformed in less than a 
quarter of an hour into that of a besieged town which had been bombarded. Upwards 
of a hundred thousand windows were smashed. In one government building alone (the 
Ministry of Commerce) over 500 panes of glass were broken. The palace itself had 600 
panes smashed. On the upper floors of the wing, where the Emperor’s quarters are 
situated, hardly a window remains intact. In a large mill on the Danube, which con- 
tains over 4,000 panes of glass, only about fifty escaped. According to Austrian law the 
landlords will have to replace the broken glass. The storm worked havoc in the beautiful 
parks and gardens. The trees were almost entirely stripped of their foliage and all the 
flowers have been destroyed. The Ringstrasse and the principal thoroughfares presented 
a pitiful sight when the storm was over. The avenues were strewn with fallen leaves and 
broken branches, some of the young trees lying across the pathway. The stuocoed fronts 
of many houses looked as if they had been subjected to a volley of musketry. When 
the sun came out towards nine o’clock there was little shade left, the trees being as bare 
as in late autumn. The hailstones were swept together in large white heaps, which lay 
by the footpaths as does snow in mid-winter. In the more exposed parts of the city, as, 
for instance, near the Danube, the telegraph and telephone poles were blown down and 
lay entangled like huge cobwebs on the ground. There is too much reason to fear that 
the vegetable and flower gardens, as well as some of the vineyards in the neighborhood, 
have been completely destroyed. In the streets several horses were stunned by the force 
of the falling hailstones, which were fatal to thousands of birds. During the storm the 
temperature sank to 10 deg. Reaumur, but shortly afterwards the thermometer rose a 
few degrees. A similar disaster occurred in. Pressburg'and the vicinity, devastating the 
vineyards. Hail and thunder storms of terrible violence are reported from other parts 
of Hungary. In certain districts of the province of Odenburg the vine crop has been 
completely destroyed. Accounts from the district of Veezprem state that extensive 
damage has been done by the hail in that neighborhood. On Sunday afternoon a fearful 
storm swept over certain parts of Croatia. The hailstones are described as being the 
—— pigeon’s eggs, and strong trees are said to have been rooted up by the violence of 
gale. 
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MONDAY, JUNE 25, 1894. 


A FEW WORDS ON REPENTANCE. 


Tue Church Review contains the following paragraph on forgiveness of 
sins through repentance:— _ 

The doctrine of forgiveness of sins is an essential doctrine of the Chris- 
tian creed, and is clearly taught in the Scriptures. But this does not imply 
that a man or a woman may sin grievously for years, and then, by a sudden 
emotion and the recitation of some declaration of repentance, be elevated 
to sanctity from which he or she may fall again, and drift again into 
apostacy and wilful sin, and then again be converted, and soon. We have 
known cases where men have professed to have been converted a dozen 
times and have been quite sure of salvation if death should overtake them 
at such a time when they were “saved.” What a conception of Divine 
justice is this! 

We are pleased to note the above as coming from the advocate of a 
religion, the ministry of which holds that salvation in the kingdom of 
God is obtained through the mere belief in the Savior. The majority of 
the Christian world delights in quoting Paul’s words, “By grace are ye 
saved,” and, misconstruing them, it holds that no works are necessary. 
“Believe on the crucified one, that is all you have to do,” we heard a street- 
preacher shout a few days ago. It is therefore pleasing to see the above 
admission that works are necessary for the salvation of the human family, 
for what greater work can man perform than that of conquering himself 
and subduing all his tendencies to evil, and make himself subject to the 
will of God? We can endorse all that is said in the above paragraph, but 
the sectarian phrasing furnishes a text for a few words on the principle 
of repentance that may serve to throw a little further light on the con- 
ception of Divine justice and the word “saved.” 

True repentance is certainly not that repentance that a man shows who 
professes grief at a committed sin and, after repeatedly promising to re- 
frain from evil, again falls into the snares of the destroyer of souls. It 
is true that so long as we are permitted to remain on this earth we will 
be tempted; because, having inherited from our progenitors a nature 
prone to sin, we are susceptible to evil; and because Satan and his adher- 
ents have not yet been bound and shorn of their power to tempt man. 
Temptations, therefore, surround us in order to prove our faith and test 
our integrity to God. When we yield to them we show that our weak- 
nesses exert a greater influence over us than our desires to serve God, and 
every fall makes rising and progression more difficult. Where we sincerely 
covenant with God to keep his laws, we do so with a determination to keep 
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those covenants. Now, if we fall, we have broken our promises. How 
often will the Lord show his mercy and forgive a man who turns to Him 
repeatedly, again promises obedience, and again falls? Holy Writ gives 
us to understand that so long as man has not placed himself beyond the 
pale of repentance God will forgive all sins that he has committed, if he 
sincerely turns unto the Lord. But here arises the difficulty. If a man 
has repeatedly fallen, and as often repented, how much sincerity does his 
last repentance carry with it? Yet, as God will undoubtedly judge him 
by the sincerity of his professions, who shall say that he can not be for- 
given no matter how often he has fallen, and be restored to the favor of 
his Heavenly Father? No one has power to say that repentance will not 
avail in such a case. But it would seem that he who has so often fallen 
and repented can scarcely lay claim to the same confidence and assurance 
as he who, through all temptations, has proven himself true to his God 
and his covenants. | 

There is yet another feature in this case. Every fall has weakened the 
sinner and decreased his moral strength. It has unfitted him for the 
blessings that he might have enjoyed and consequently, though repentant 
and forgiven, it is doubtful if he who has often had occasion to repent of 
the greater evils can receive the degree of exaltation he could have en- 
joyed had he kept his first covenants; not so much that the Lord is 
unwilling to grant it to him, as that he is unable to accept it. God’s 
mercy may be extended to him in just as great a degree as ever, but is the 
repentant sinner himself able to accept, enjoy, or even endure that which 
the Lord would like to give him? If not, then we can understand how he 
who, after many failures to keep his covenants, finally succeeds in show- 
ing true repentance, a repentance “that need not be repented of,” may 
still have lost much of the exaltation that he could have obtained. This 
may be illustrated in the following story, probably often told: A father 
whose son often grieved him with his evil deeds, in an effort to bring him 
to repentance told him that each time he did something wrong a nail 
should be driven into a white post. The son gave very little heed at first, 
until he saw that the post was becoming studded with nails. Appalled by 
this accumulating evidence of his sinfulness he resolved to cease evil and 
to do good. He informed his father of this resolve and received the 
promise that at every good deed performed by him a nail should be with- 
drawn. The young man persevered and finally had the joy of seeing the 
last nail pulled out. Then his father said: “You have done well, my boy; 
every nail is gone.” “Yes,” replied the boy, regretfully gazing at the 
disfigured post, “but the holes are still there.” So it is with the sinner; 
his evil deeds have left many scars. Even after he has truly repented, 
after repeated failures to do so, and has been forgiven, will he not feel the 
effects of those failures? Is it not a fact that his life has been disfigured? 
Thus imperfect, how can he enjoy the greatest blessings of God? 

This doctrine may not be comprehended by those of the Christian world 
who hold that there is one place of glory and one of torment and that all who 
receive the first inherit and share alike, regardless of their deeds, and so 
with those who receive the other without any difference in the degree of 
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reward and punishment; but to the Latter-day Saints this doctrine is 
plain, “for he who is not able to abide the law of a celestial kingdom can- 
not abide a celestial glory; and he who cannot abide the law of a terres- 
trial kingdom cannot abide a terrestrial glory: he who cannot abide the 
law of a telestial kingdom cannot abide a telestial glory; therefore he is 
not meet for a kingdom of glory. Therefore he must abide a kingdom 
which is not a kingdom of glory.” 

Thus we must understand true repentance. Now a word or two about 
death-bed repentance. This is said to be of but little avail and with good 
reason. Why? Because it generally springs from fear, and not from an 
abhorrence of sins committed, and a sincere desire todo good. But where 
a death-bed repentance is sincere, if such a thing can be, it will avail a 
man much. The difference, however, is that he is not allotted further time 
upon the earth to prove his sincerity, nor to perform the works necessary 
for a forgiveness of sins. Therefore, he is placed under disadvantages that 
repentance earlier in life would have obviated. God knows the heart, 
however, and will judge according to the sincerity of a man’s profession, 
and if that death-bed repentance be sincere, some day the way will be 
opened for that sinner to receive the benefit of Gospel ordinances. That 
in such cases death-bed repentance will prove efficacious must be accepted 
by the Latter-day Saints, who have the revealed word of the Lord, that 
repentance and baptism are being preached in the spirit world. If repent- 
ance is possible there, it is possible at any time before life has fled, so long, 
as formerly stated, a man has not sinned beyond the power of repenting. 

J. V. B. 


A GENTLEMAN, writing from London, asks for some information as to 
where he can find the Elders of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, and their place of worship in that city. He says that he often 
visits the library and reading room in the British museum, and one day he 
hit upon an article in the Revue des deux Mondes, containing two extracts 
from certain books of which the one written by Mrs. Stenhouse was one. 
This lady he said wrote in such an extraordinary manner about the Mor- 
mon” community that he grew suspicious and at once sought for other 
sources of information. In so doing he found that neither of the two 
writers were to be depended upon, as he said it was impossible that a 
community such as they spoke of could exist. He concluded that the 
most reliable information was to be obtained by seeing some member of 
this despised people and learn the truth from him. This is but one of 
the many instances where the work of the evil one has been overdone and 
has caused the honest-in-heart to become investigators of the truth. 


A CORRESPONDENT writing from Shensi, China, states that the officials 
of that province have issued proclamations remitting the taxes and 
giving relief from the provisional granaries. This was not done, how- 
ever, until the most cruel tortures had been inflicted upon thousands of 
starving people in an effort to extort from them taxes remitted by the 
emperor eight months ago. The relief now given is inadequate and great 
distress prevails, as there has been no rain for five months. Yet, while 
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thousands are thus suffering, and attempts have been made to extort from 
them these taxes, we learn from the same correspondent that elaborate 
preparations were being made for the celebration of the birthday of the 
empress dowager. Eighteen million taels had already been collected for 
that purpose, and 30,000,000 will be required to pay for the festivities. 
These inconsistencies furnish their own comment. 


THERE are about 1,191 religious papers in the United States. Baptists 
have 181, Methodists 173, Roman Catholics 134, Protestant Episcopalians 
76, Presbyterians 73, the Evangelican denomination 71, Lutherans 59, 
Congregationalists 33, undenominational 216, while the balance is distri- 
buted among about a dozen other denominations. 


WELSH CONFERENCE Notice.—The Welsh Conference will be held at 
188 Cathays Terrace, Cathays, Cardiff, Sunday, July 15, 1894. Meetings 
will be held at 11 a.m., and at 3 and 6:30 p.m. 


SPEAKING WELL OF THE “MORMONS.” 


Unver the heading of “Getting Their Eyes Open” the Deseret News 
publishes the following :— 

It is no new thing to the people of Utah to witness the surprise and in 
a sense disappointment of usually well informed visitors here, who have 
come filled with lamentably and absurdly mistaken views of the condi- 
tions and characteristics of those who reside in these valleys, but who 
have been amazed at receiving incontrovertible evidence that their former 
sources of information were wholly untrustworthy. One of this number 
is the postmaster of Tipton, England, who made a trip to Utah last sum- 
mer. The gentleman on his return home told of what he saw here, and 
so great was the interest manifest that a short time since he was requested 
to give a public lectnre on the subject and responded. 

In his opening remarks he describes the uneasiness he felt at making a 
visit to this Territory, owing to the awful tales he had heard, some of 
them direct from the lips of an anti-Mormon lecturer who had resided 
here, and who gave “graphic accounts of lawlessness, treachery, violence 
and immorality with which he said the Territory of Utah was reeking.” 
The Tipton postmaster then goes on to say, “With my mind well stored 
with this useful information, it was with mingled feelings I drew near to 
this worse than heathen country. Before I left my native land, friends 
tried to dissuade me from taking a journey so perilous, and if I did persist 
in going to be well provided with revolvers, knives, etc., for my defense.” 

He reached the quiet city of Provo on a Sabbath morning, July 2, and 
on going cautiously up the street was somewhat reassured by the sight of 
a Methodist church and a Baptist chapel. Then he put up at a hotel kept 
by a Mormon, by whom he was shown the tabernacle, B. Y. Academy and 


other buildings of interest. Regarding the day there he said: “The 
Sabbath day at least was kept, for quiet reigned, and on the gentle breeze 
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was borne the songs of praise from the house of prayer;” and of his first 
evening in Utah, at the hotel with its proprietor, he stated: “When the 
evening meal was over and the sun was setting in the west, we bowed our 
knees together to our common Father, and with a peace I cannot describe 
retired to bed and to rest.” He went to Nephi next day and spent the 
Fourth there, witnessing the celebration. He says: 

While the performances were going on I put down mental notes. Here 
was a gathering of the whole city, from the infant in arms to the hoary 

triarch. There was not one shabbily dressed sister or seedy looking 
— in the whole company—not a rag, not a tatter, not a speck of dirt, 
not a poverty-pinched face. The street arab and the gutter children were 
non-existent, but joy sat upon every countenance and glee flashed from 
every eye. ere were many dons among the gentlemen and the ladies 
would have done credit to the Tipton mutual. I said to my friend Adam 
Where are the poor? and he proudly answered, Sir, we have none. I sai 
to myself, Where is the assassin, and where the man of blood? Where the 
women driven about like slaves, and what of the “bigotry” that brought 
together Mormon, Presbyterian and Methodist to mingle in the same 
hymn of praise and bow together at the same throne of grace? My feel- 
ings of dread and doubt had given place to peace and tranquility. I had 
sympathy with Ruth when she said, “This people shall be my people, and 
their shall be my God.” There was certainly an enchantment, a fas- 
— 7 that would have kept me here, but another motive sped me on- 
ward. 

The lecturer gave an amusing account of an argument which he had 
with an old gentleman who held some extremely radical religious views, 
and at its conclusion remarked: “I have rubbed against and dined with 
the humble farmer class, taken a good square meal with the well-to-do 
tradesman and fruit grower, and have hobnobbed with the millionaire of 
Salt Lake City, but nowhere did I find a foe unfair or one to try to take a 
mean advantage.” He told how he visited different parts of the Territory, 
his impressions of Salt Lake City where he was the guest of N. A. Empey, 
Esq., of his attendance at the Pioneer Day ceremonies in the Tabernacle, 
and closed his address with the following language: “Life among the 
Mormons is worth living, and if all the nations of the world were as sober, 
industrious and as righteous as Utah we should be at least 1,000 years 
nearer the Millennium.” 


ANOTHER TESTIMONY. 


Tue following testimony of the succession of the Priesthood is given by 
Enoch Burns, writing from Pima, Arizona, under date of May 14, 1894. It 
comes very appropriately at a time when apostate churches are seeking to 
turn the Saints from the truth by proposing to leave to the judgment of 
men as to where the Priesthood of God rightly belongs :— 

“Some months before the death of Joseph Smith, the Prophet, I remem- 
ber hearing him say he rolled the burden of carrying the Kingdom or the 
Church of Jesus Christ forward, on to the Apostles. The Church was 
organized, fully equipped with all needful authority, to go forth to the 
nations of the earth; it mattered not what became of him, whether he 
went or stayed, the Church was right. I presume there are many persons 
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living heard the same. This is the substance as I remember on this point 
given before an audience in Nauvoo. 

“I also remember when Sidney Rigdon was trying to install himself as 
guardian of the Church in the summer of 1844, President Young stepped 
upon the stand at a meeting and seeming to bear upon him the mantle of 
Joseph the Prophet. Had there been any doubt as to Joseph’s death I 
would have been sure it was he speaking to the people. 

“Iam glad and thankful for this knowledge. It is precious in these 
times of lo, here, and lo, there! I have been a constant member in the 
Church of Jesus Christ since September, 1839, and desire to continue the 
remainder of my time and throughout eternity with all the honest.” 

The readers of the Star doubtless remember that the testimony given 
in the first paragraph was also borne by Brother Robert Horn, now resid- 
ing at Ramsbottom, England, and was published in the Star, September 
4, 1893. It is worth a second perusal. 


AN INDIAN GROWING WHITE. 


Tae Provo Hnguirer gives the following account of an Indian who is 
gradually becoming white: 

Andrew Hankup, the Indian that came up from the south a few days 
ago with a petition in behalf of an imprisoned brother, tells of a Warm 
Creek Indian who is growing to be a white man. | 

President Seegmiller of Richfield Stake knew of the case and asked 
Andrew if he knew the white Indian. Andrew replied that he was a 
brother-in-law. Is he still growing white?” asked Mr. Seegmiller. “Yes, 
pretty soon white man,” replied Andrew, and then he went on telling by 
signs where the Warm Creek Indian is now entirely white. White here 
now, he said, pointing from both ears down along his neck. “Heap 
white here,” and he rubbed his hand across his breast. 

“It is one of the most remarkable occurrences,” said Mr. Seegmiller. 
“There is actually an Indian growing white. I saw him at Kanosh not 
long since and had him bare his arms. In large spots they are as white as 
mine. Our people are much interested in the case because of what the 
Book of Mormon says about Indians becoming a white and delightsome 
people. This Indian has had white spots on him for years and they have 
gradually been growing bigger. Haven't they, Andrew?” he said to the 
Indian. “Yes, heap big now,” replied Andrew, seemingly proud that he 
had such a remarkable Indian for a brother-in-law. 


THE STICK OF EPHRAIM. 


Tue Deseret News contains the following editorial on the prophecy of 
Ezekiel that the stick of Epbraim and of Judah should become one :— 

To the Saints the prophecy of Ezekiel seems so clear that it is a matter 
of wonder that Bible readers in general fail to see its true meaning. The 
Prophet is commanded to take two books and inscribe upon one, “For 
Judah and for the children of Israel his companions ;” and upon the other, 
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“For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and for all the house of Israel his com- 
panions.” These two books were to be joined together and become one. 

This symbolical act is explained by the Lord to mean that He at some 
future time would take the records of Joseph as found in the possession of 
Ephraim and unite them with the records of Judah. This union of records 
was to precede, we are further told, the gathering of Israel “from among 
the heathen, whither they be gone, and,” says the Lord, “I will gather 
them on every side, and bring them into their own land.” This conveys 
in the clearest terms the promise that two sets of sacred writings would 
at some time be given to the descendants of Israel, and that the union of 
the two in the hands of the Almighty would be followed by the gathering 
of the scattered people. 

Commentators are inclined to the belief that this was partly accom- 
plished at the time of the return of the Jews from Babylon. But they 
also admit that events in the last days must have been referred to, because 
there are predictions which were not fulfilled at that time. The gathering 
foretold is one, after which there will be no more transgression, and it will 
result in the foundation of a kingdom over which “David, my servant,” 
shall rule, and they shall dwell in the country for ever, enjoying the pres- 
ence of the Temple and tabernacle of God for evermore. These things 
have clearly not yet been accomplished. The return from Babylon, as all 
the world knows, did not result in the establishment of an everlasting 
kingdom under a representative of the house of David; nor were the 
people for evermore keeping the commandments of God and permitted to 
dwell in their land in peace with the Temple of God in their midst. 
Hence, clearly, the prophecy of Ezekiel must be concerning a gathering 
and union yet to come. All honest commentators agree on this. 

But cannot the second volume of sacred writings refer to the books of 
the New Testament which were added to the more ancient collection? A 
few observations will answer that question. This book is the record of 
Joseph preserved by the tribe of Ephraim. It is referred to as extant 
already at the time of Ezekiel and yet separate from the records of Judah. 
It is plain enough that the writings of the New Testament are in no sense 
of the word the “stick of Joseph.” They are not the records of Israel, 
nor are they, nor ever were they, in possession of Ephraim any more than 
of any other of the twelve tribes. They are the records of the early 
Church of Christ designated for the benefit of mankind and not for a 
particular people or part of a people. And their publication did not in- 
augurate the gathering of Israel from all parts of the world. On the con- 
trary they were written, some before and some shortly after the scattering 
of the covenant people to the ends of the earth. For these reasons it is 
plain that the prediction of Ezekiel must be applied to some other sacred 
records other than the New Testament. 

The Book of Mormon alone corresponds to the volume symbolized by 
the “stick of Joseph” in the hand of the Prophet. Ezekiel lived and 
wrote this remarkable prediction almost 600 years before our era. Shortly 
before his time a righteous man named Lehi, a descendant of Joseph, had 
obtained some records consisting, besides genealogical tables, of the five 
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books of Moses, a history of his people from the beginning and down to 
the reign of the Jewish king Zedekiah and prophetical writings, particu- 
larly those of Jeremiah. With these records he left Jerusalem, as did the 
last-named Prophet at the same time, and was led to this continent where 
his descendants became numerous and a mighty people. The Book of 
Mormon is a synopsis of the history of that people. 

It is the “stick of Ephraim” in the same sense as the Bible is the “stick 
of Judah.” And the prediction of their union is all the more remarkable 
at the very time when the records of Ephraim were by Lehi carried from 
the Holy Land, and thus apparently separated forever from the archives of 
Judah. But the Almighty had laid His plans, and His word has been ful- 
filled in our own day. The second set of sacred writings has been given 
to the world by Joseph the Prophet, and as a result the remnant of Israel 
is being brought together to serve the Lord. The Book of Mormon is in- 
deed a witness to the truth of the Holy Scriptures. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

The Utah statehood bill, which has been slumbering for months in the Senate com- 
mittee-rooms has finally been reported with a few amendments. The last news concern- 
ing it stated that it had been read the first time and placed on the calendar for the 
further readings. 

The residence of Thomas L. Obray, Jr., at Paradise, Cache Co., was totally destroyed 
by fire, May 21. Mrs. Obray was awakened, and found the house completely filled with 
smoke, There was no time for the family to obtain their clothing, and but just time for 
them to escape with life. Two of the children were so nearly suffocated as to be uncon- 
scious, and remained in that condition for nearly two hours. The loss is estimated at 
between $800 and $900. The house was insured for $500. 


Utah visitors to the World’s Fair will remember seeing a handsome suite of furniture 
on exhibition there from Utah. It was a home production in the most complete sense, 
both as to material, including the silk used in upholstering, and workmanship. It was 
designed by Utah ladies and made by Utah workmen. On the wood is carved the Sego 
Lily, the floral emblem of the Territory, and on the silk the native sagebrush is repre- 
sented. The total cost of the furniture is $500. This has now been presented to the Salt 
Lake Temple on behalf of the ladies of Davis way, and has been given a place in the 
principal room in the Temple. 


The beneficial results of the late home industry agitation are apparent in nearly all 
branches of local manufacture, and the prospects for the future are steadily growing 
brighter. An instance of what is going on may be cited in the shoe business in connec- 
tion with the Z. C. M. I. shoe-factory. A while ago that institution was overloaded, but 
with the home industry movement the trade in home-made shoes has so revived that the 
factory is now eight to ten thousand pairs of shoes behind its orders. The factory has 
been running full handed and full time in the endeavor to meet the demand, but the 400 
pairs a day produced were not equal to the occasion. As a result the factory hands are 
placed on increased time, and consequently increased pay. The factory now starts in to 
run to 9 o’clock every night, the making of overtime being an imperitive necessity to 
meet the present demands. It would take the factory twenty-five days to catch up in 


its regular business. The overall factory also is meeting with an excellent run. It is 
kept going at its full capacity and in regular work for all the employes that can be 
accommodated. The present indication is that it will be kept going thus for some time. 
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